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ABSTRACT

There is shown a system and method for reducing the difficulty in percutaneous
placement of a spine stabilization brace by coupling the brace to a pedicle screw in a single
assembly. The brace-screw assembly is delivered along with an anchor extension through a
cannula for anchoring in the vertebrae pedicle. The anchor extension becomes a cannula for
working on the brace from the exterior of the patient, as constructed with a slot opening along
two sides. Once the screw portion of the brace-screw assembly is locked in place with respect to
the first vertebra, the proximal end of the brace is below the skin line. The brace is then
repositioned so that the proximal end leaves the cannula through one slot and is captured by a
corresponding slot positioned in a second cannula coupled to a second anchor. Once captured,
the proximal end of the brace is guided by the second cannula to a receptacle positioned in the

second vertebra.
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